
Theme: Mitigation 

[The UN Environment Program defines Climate Change Mitigation as efforts to reduce or 
prevent emission of greenhouse gases: using new technologies and renewable energies, 
making older equipment more efficient, or changing management practices or consumer 
behavior. It can be as complex as a plan for a new city, or as simple as improvements to a 
cook stove design. Efforts underway around the world range from high-tech subway systems 
to bicycling paths and walkways.] 
   
Two Percent Solutions for the Planet: 50 Low-Cost, Low-Tech, Nature-Based Practices for Combatting 
Hunger, Drought, and Climate Change Paperback by Courtney White, 2015 

 Profiles 50 innovative practices that soak up carbon dioxide in soils, reduce energy use, sustainably intensify 
food production, and increase water quality. Short, engaging success stories will help readers connect 
the dots between diverse, exciting, and pragmatic practices, and inspire them to dig deeper into each 
individual story and concept, energized by the news that solutions do exist. 

 
Clean Disruption: How Silicon Valley will make oil, nuclear, natural gas, coal, electric utilities and 
conventional cars obsolete by 2030 by Tony Seba, 2014 

The industrial age of energy and transportation will be over by 2030. Exponentially improving technologies such 
as solar, electric vehicles, and self-driving cars will disrupt and sweep away the energy and 
transportation industries as we know it. The same Silicon Valley ecosystem that created bit-based 
technologies is now creating technologies that will disrupt atom-based energy industries. This clean 
disruption will flip the architecture of energy and bring abundant, cheap, and participatory energy.  

 
Drawdown: The Most Comprehensive Plan Ever Proposed to Reverse Global Warming by Paul Hawken, 
2017 

An international coalition of researchers, professionals, and scientists offer a set of realistic and bold solutions to 
climate change: 100 techniques and practices, ranging from clean energy to educating girls in lower-
income countries to land use practices that pull carbon out of the air. The solutions exist, are 
economically viable, and are currently being enacting them. If deployed collectively on a global scale, 
they represent a credible path forward to reach drawdown, that point in time when greenhouse gases in 
the atmosphere peak and begin to decline.  

 
The Drawdown Agenda, podcast series: http://www.thedrawdownagenda.com/about/ 

Explores the ground-breaking research behind the book Drawdown. Every fortnight, interviews with 
the Project Drawdown team, a coalition of researchers, scientists, policy makers, business leaders and 
activists discuss carbon-reduction solutions across the seven sectors of energy, food, women and girls, 
transport, materials, building and cities, and land use. Discusses how these solutions work in practice, 
momentum for change, and how to take collective action. 

 
The Burden by Roger Sorkin (40-min VIDEO), 2014 

The film presents determined voices of those within the military and across the political spectrum who advocate 
for breaking America’s addiction to fossil fuels as essential to improving our national security. Featuring 
high-level active duty and retired military leaders, elected officials and others, the film illustrates a tale 
of energy innovation. Some of our country’s most vital consumer technologies emerged out of military 
needs, such as the Internet and GPS, and the military is poised to play the same role again with energy. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Courtney+White&search-alias=books&field-author=Courtney+White&sort=relevancerank
http://www.thedrawdownagenda.com/about/


The Wizard and the Prophet: Two Remarkable Scientists and Their Dueling Visions to Shape Tomorrow's 
World by Charles C. Mann, 2018 

Can we bend nature to our will or are we, like all other species, bound by its inexorable laws? Mann examines 
this question from two perspectives. The Prophets, exemplified by the ecologist William Vogt, see the 
world as bound by immutable biological limits and humanity’s rising affluence as a threat. The Wizards, 
represented by Norman Borlaug, believe properly applied science and technology can help us produce 
our way out of difficulties. The book views the issues of food, water, energy, and climate change from 
each perspective.   
 


